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In recent years, the General Assembly has enacted numerous local acts authorizing dozens of cities and one county to
allow and regulate golf cart use on city and county streets. Absent this authority, golf carts cannot be driven on the streets
or highways because state law both requires that a vehicle intended to be operated on the highways be registered and
prohibits the registration of golf carts. See G.S. 20-50(a); 20-54(8).
This session, the General Assembly enacted S.L. 2009-459 (H 121), which allows all cities and counties to regulate golf
carts. New G.S. 160A-300.6 permits cities to adopt ordinances regulating the operation of golf carts on any public street,
road, or highway where the speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less within the city limits or on property owned or leased by
the city. New G.S. 153A-245 permits counties to regulate the operation of golf carts on any public street, road, or highway
where the speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less within any unincorporated area of the county or on property owned or
leased by the county. Cities and counties may adopt ordinances that require the registration of golf carts, charge a fee for
registration, specify who is authorized to operate golf carts, and specify the required equipment, load limits, and the hours
and method of operation of golf carts. G.S. 160A-300.6(b) and 153A-245(b) specify that no person less than 16 years old
may operate a golf cart on a public street, road, or highway.
The act is effective October 1, 2009. Cities and counties are permitted to adopt ordinances pursuant to G.S. 160A-300.6
and G.S. 153A-245, respectively, when the act becomes law, but the ordinances may not become effective before October
1, 2009.
S.L. 2009-459 repeals earlier acts authorizing golf cart regulation by specified local governments, but provides that the
repeal does not affect the rights or liabilities of a local government that arose during the time the act was in effect or under
any ordinance adopted under such an act. S.L. 2009-459 further provides that if a county or city adopted an ordinance
under an act repealed by S.L. 2009-459 and the ordinance would be permitted under G.S. 160A-300.6 and 153A-245, the
ordinance remains in effect until amended or repealed by the city or county.

Links
www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-50.html
www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-54.html
www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/HTML/2009-2010/SL2009-459.html

This
blog post
is published
andSchool
postedofonline
by the School
of Government
to address
issues
of interest
to government officials. This blog post is for educational and informational
Copyright
© 2009
to present
Government
at the University
of North
Carolina.
All rights
reserved.
use and may be used for those purposes without permission by providing acknowledgment of its source. Use of this blog post for commercial purposes is prohibited.
To browse a complete catalog of School of Government publications, please visit the School’s website at www.sog.unc.edu or contact the Bookstore, School of
Government, CB# 3330 Knapp-Sanders Building, UNC Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3330; e-mail sales@sog.unc.edu; telephone 919.966.4119; or fax
919.962.2707.

Page

